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The COVID-19 pandemic has been an unparalleled global health crisis, exposing vulnerabilities 

in healthcare systems worldwide while also highlighting the extraordinary dedication of 

healthcare workers. In Somalia, a nation already contending with political instability, economic 

challenges, and a fragile healthcare infrastructure, the pandemic posed a particularly 

formidable threat. Amidst this adversity, De Martino Hospital in Mogadishu emerged as a 

critical pillar of the nation's COVID-19 response, demonstrating unparalleled commitment, 

resilience, and sacrifice. As the main and only referral hospital for COVID-19 cases, De Martino 

Hospital managed over 32,000 cases, exemplifying exceptional care and dedication in the 

face of overwhelming challenges. 

 By Dr. Abdulrazaq Yusuf Ahmed 

 From the onset of the pandemic, De Martino Hospital was thrust into the frontline of Somalia's 

battle against COVID-19. The hospital's role as the primary referral center for COVID-19 meant 

that it faced a massive influx of patients, far exceeding its usual capacity. This sudden and 

immense burden required rapid mobilization of resources, reorganization of hospital 

operations, and the implementation of stringent infection control measures. Despite the 

limited resources and pre-existing challenges within Somalia's healthcare system, the staff at 

De Martino Hospital rose to the occasion with remarkable determination. 

 A Singular Burden 
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The dedication of De Martino Hospital’s staff during this crisis has been nothing short of heroic. 

Many healthcare workers contracted the virus themselves, often due to the high levels of 

exposure and the initial scarcity of personal protective equipment (PPE). Despite these 

personal health risks, they continued to serve their patients with unwavering commitment. 

Tragically, many staff members also experienced profound personal losses, with numerous 

workers losing parents and loved ones to the pandemic. These heartbreaking circumstances 

did not deter them; instead, they fueled a deeper resolve to provide compassionate and 

comprehensive care to those affected by the virus.

 Commitment in the Face of Adversity 

Managing over 32,000 COVID-19 cases required not only medical expertise but also 

exceptional organizational and logistical skills. The hospital staff had to continuously

adapt to the rapidly evolving understanding of the virus and its treatment. This included setting 

up dedicated COVID-19 wards, establishing isolation protocols, and ensuring the continuous 

supply of medical equipment and medications. The ability of De Martino Hospital to maintain a 

high standard of care amidst such a high patient volume is a testament to the professionalism, 

agility, and resilience of its medical and support staff.

 Extraordinary Care and Management 
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Innovation and community engagement were crucial components of De Martino Hospital's 

successful management of the pandemic. The hospital implemented several novel 

approaches to patient care, including telemedicine consultations to reduce the strain on 

physical facilities and minimize the risk of virus transmission. Furthermore, the hospital 

engaged in extensive community outreach programs to raise awareness about COVID-19, 

educate the public on preventive measures, and promote vaccination campaigns. These 

initiatives were instrumental in controlling the spread of the virus and ensuring that the 

community remained informed and proactive. 

Innovative Approaches and Community Engagement 

The extraordinary efforts of De Martino Hospital’s staff during the COVID-19 pandemic have left 

an indelible mark on the Somali healthcare landscape. Their willingness to continue working 

despite personal losses and health risks is a powerful reminder of the sacrifices healthcare 

workers make daily. The hospital’s response has undoubtedly saved countless lives and has 

set a high standard for crisis management in the healthcare sector. The resilience and 

dedication demonstrated by the staff will serve as an inspiring benchmark for future public 

health responses in Somalia and beyond.

A Legacy of Dedication
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As Somalia continues to navigate the ongoing challenges posed by the COVID-19 pandemic 

and other public health issues, the legacy of De Martino Hospital's response will be invaluable. 

The lessons learned from this crisis will help to strengthen the country's healthcare system, 

improve pandemic preparedness, and enhance the overall quality of care. The resilience and 

innovative approaches demonstrated by De Martino Hospital can serve as a model for other 

healthcare institutions facing similar challenges. 

Looking Forward 

The extraordinary efforts of De Martino Hospital’s staff during the COVID-19 pandemic have left 

an indelible mark on the Somali healthcare landscape. Their willingness to continue working 

despite personal losses and health risks is a powerful reminder of the sacrifices healthcare 

workers make daily. The hospital’s response has undoubtedly saved countless lives and has 

set a high standard for crisis management in the healthcare sector. The resilience and 

dedication demonstrated by the staff will serve as an inspiring benchmark for future public 

health responses in Somalia and beyond.

Conclusion
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demartino@moh.gov.so

+252610901242 Hamar Wayne, Mogadishu, 
Banaadir Somalia
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